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The title of today’s sermon is, “Our Identity in Jesus Christ” and we will look at what 

that means for us as we trust God to shape and mold us for his purpose.
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19. that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s 
sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation.

20. We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his 
appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God.

21. For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God.

19. that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s 
sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation

20. We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his 
appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God.

21. For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God.
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As we look at God’s word today, we see that each verse is packed with meaning and 
time prevents us from diving into every nugget of priceless wisdom that God gives us. 
We will mainly focus on one particular verse which is 2 Corinthians 5:17. 
In this scripture, we are told, 

God 
sent his Son to save us from ourselves, and in Christ we would become new creations. 

Anyone who believes and trusts in Jesus Christ experiences being a 

new creation with our identity found in Him – our old life is gone and our new 
life is in Christ Jesus. 
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So let’s take a step back and begin by looking at the word “identity”. When we look at 
the dictionary definition, we are told that identity is the:

Identity | Definition of Identity by Merriam-Webster

So that the world’s definition of identity, which as you notice does not include 
anything about the God of the Bible who reveals himself in Jesus Christ.
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In a 2015 regional pastor update, Mr. Tkach, a former GCI President quoted, Henri 
Nouwen (who was a Dutch catholic priest, theologian and writer). He stated that “

, they feel good about themselves. But when 

they do poorly, they feel bad. 

This is very true as we see this played out all around us. People seek to find 

their identity in the work they do, their financial success, leisure activities and 

hobbies, political power, their popularity on social media and the list can go on 

and on. We certainly see that social media is a powerful force. Just look at 

Facebook and the power that comes in the “likes” when someone posts 

something. Some might feel less popular if they don’t get those “likes”. There 

are even tips on the internet on how to get more likes!

People look for their identity in all kinds of things. The problem is none of this 

brings lasting satisfaction or can help us know who we truly are, or the 

purpose for our lives.  

https://update.gci.org/2015/02/regional-pastor-
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commissioned/?format=printable&date=2015-02-18
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How easy it is to fall into the trap of thinking that all these things and spheres 

of influence is needed to fulfill us even in our Christian life. People get the false 

idea that status and image, as well as being performance-driven to obtain 

positive results is the most important thing. Businesses operate this way and 

so do a lot of individuals. 

These things in and of themselves are not wrong, but when we turn our focus 

away from the creator and place all of our energy in these things, and fail to 

understand where our true identify lies, then we lose sight of what truly is 

important.

As highlighted by Mr. Tkach, when we allow our identity to be driven by the 

three factors mentioned by Nouwen, we will experience emotional upheaval 

when others speak negatively of us. 

When we are not affirmed in a positive manner, we may get discouraged and 

feel God is not pleased with us. In Isaiah 55:8 God says to us, “my thoughts 
are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares the LORD”. It’s 
important to remember this because God thinks about us differently than what 
we think about ourselves or others.
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We don’t need to live in a mistaken identify that results in pain, heartache and 
frustration. When we live in a mistaken identity, we can get caught up in 
looking at external factors such as image, social status, work, or even rely on 
our own feelings to determine our identity which leads to disillusionment and 
unfulfilled longings.
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Even Samuel, God’s prophet looked at stature and the image of a person, the 

outward appearance and qualifications rather than considering how God sees 

a person. Just before the verse we are about to read, God had commanded 
Samuel to go to the house of Jesse to anoint a new king because Saul disobeyed 
God. Let’s look at 1 Samuel 15:7 now

As we just read, God does not value the same things that this world holds as valuable. 
God does not judge by human standards. I have often heard the expression, that first 
impression’s are lasting…the problem with that is that a person might never be able 
to recover in the eye’s of the other person if they were having a bad day. 
That first image of a person should not be the defining factor in the mind of another 
person. All too often, it’s the person’s outside appearance, what they own, or their 
status in life that people judge and determine a person’s value. We can be thankful 
that as this scripture from Samuel states that God looks on the heart – that’s what 
matters to him.
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When we turn to God we find good news. The good news is we can rest in 

Jesus Christ. We can claim victory. When the apostle Paul assessed himself 
by his own performance he declared this: “What a wretched man I am! Who will 
rescue me from this body that is subject to death? Thanks be to God, who delivers me 
through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, I myself in my mind am a slave to God’s 
law, but in my sinful nature a slave to the law of sin (Romans 7: 24 -25)

By the grace of God, “Paul learned that his true identity resided in Christ, not in 

his own Law-based performance”

https://update.gci.org/2015/02/regional-pastor-
commissioned/?format=printable&date=2015-02-18
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I’m sure many of you have heard of Maslow's’ Hierarchy of Needs. For those who are 
listening by phone, displayed on the slide is the shaped like pyramid that displays the 
various levels that Maslow described people need. The lower levels underscore the 
psychological and safety needs which include food, shelter and rest. 

The upper levels highlight a persons social needs (for example, that sense of 
belonging that everyone craves) as well as self-esteem and the accolades of others, 
while the last level talks about achieving ones potential which is called self 
actualization. While people have differing opinions on Maslow's theory, one thing 
stands out is that people need a sense of identity in order to have fulfilment and 
contentment in a world filled with hopelessness and despair.

The problem is these needs can’t be filled without Jesus being the sustainer in our 
lives.

The Need for a Sense of Identity (changingminds.org)
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People long for something more in life. They search for it in all kinds of things. Some 
people are thrill seekers looking for that next adrenaline rush, for other’s it might be 
material things and for some it’s the power of a position. There are those who 
struggle all their lives without knowing or understanding where that longing comes 
from. They struggle with identity because of a void that they cannot fill themselves 
and they don’t understand why that longing can’t be filled. . 

Alister McGrath in his book, The Spirit of Grace” quotes a famous prayer by Augustine 
of Hippo (354 – 430), a theologian, philosopher and bishop of Hippo – North 
Africa…”You have made us for yourself, and our heart is restless until it finds its rest in 
you”. 

This restlessness comes at a high price as we see society around us suffering from all 
kinds of problems with lack of peace and contentment in their hearts. That continual 
search for their identity and for fulfillment is futile until they find that true rest in 
God.
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Even Solomon wrote in the book of Ecclesiastes about the longing of humanity’s 
heart. In Ecclesiastes 3:11, Solomon wrote, “He has made everything beautiful in its 
time. Also, he has put eternity into man's heart, yet so that he cannot find out what 
God has done from the beginning to the end” (ESV)

This yearning, this longing that man has for eternity is not something that can be 
fulfilled by the “stuff” in this life. Neither can people desiring to find their identity. For 
a Christian, the question becomes, where does a Christian find their identity? Where 
do we as Christians find our needs met?

Image: 2.3 million+ Stunning Free Images to Use Anywhere - Pixabay
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In our May 16, weekly bulletin this year, we are reminded about the basic needs and 
desires that are met in Jesus Christ. And for those listening on phone, I placed these 
needs in the same type of pyramid that I displayed earlier with Maslow’s pyramid. 
The one thing that really stood out for me when I did this was the number of needs 
that are met in Christ Jesus. 
Really all of our needs are fulfilled with Jesus as our anchor. It really speaks to the 
point that we find our sufficiency in Jesus Christ, for he really is our “All in All”
These basic needs and desires were adapted from and inspired by the online PDF 
book by James A Fowler titled, “Spirit-Union Allows for Soul Rest”. 

For now, allow me to outline the needs presented on the slide. At the top is the 
overarching point that we find our Sufficiency in Christ only. From there our needs are 
met. All the needs described can only be found in our relationship with Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit. Let’s start with first with realizing that we all have a need to be loved, 
and accepted. As I mention each of these needs, there are also scriptures listed as a 
reference if we choose to study this further.  

We have a need for belonging in Christ and amongst God’s people, a desire for 
security, a desire for knowledge, and a desire for identity. 
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Each of the needs described as I mentioned also points to scriptures; however, time 
doesn’t permit me to dive into these individually. As we continue, we also recognize 
that we have a need for approval, and a desire for freedom. We also have a need for 
achievement, realizing that we conquer all things through Christ. As stated in Romans 
8:37, “in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us”. 

We also have a need for work, and a need to serve satisfied in the work of the ministry 
as we serve one another. Off course we all have a need for hope and a certain future. 
We can certainly see how much people need hope and a need to feel secure about 
the future even during this time of uncertainty with this pandemic. - For each and 
every one of these needs we can trust in our King and great saviour to provide 
because he is the ultimate source of our sufficiency.

In this same book, Fowler reminds us that in our spiritual union with Christ every 
Christian can be at “rest” – we can avoid that “striving performance to achieve” 
Instead. “In the midst of temptations, and the trials of life, Christians can experience 
the “rest for their souls” (Matt 11:29) that Jesus promised”.
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God is our one true source of life and our identity cannot be tied to the temporary 
earthly things that try to take our attention away from the one that matters.
2 Corinthians 5: 14 -15 reminds us that, “For Christ’s love compels us, because we are 
convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died. And he died for all, that those 
who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was 
raised again

We no longer live for ourselves because our identity is not tied to how popular we 
are, it’s not tied to power, and certainly not tied to pleasure, or anything else in this 
life. For all these things fade away and we come to realize this even more as we get 
older and see that the “stuff” of this life really just “stuff”  Our life, our value, is tied 
to the one who died for us and was raised to life.
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Alister McGrath in the book titled, The Spirit of Grace states that our names “express 
our uniqueness and value. To call someone by name is to demonstrate that you know 
her; she matters enough for you to remember what her name is”. (McGrath, A. 
(2015). Spirit of Grace, p. 32.) He goes onto to state that, 
“Our identity is expressed within a network of relationships in which we both belong 
and matter, whether as a member of a family, as a friend or as a colleague. 
Christianity supplements this with one additional relationship – with the living God”.  
This is what gives us our true identity.

It’s interesting how people respond when you call them by name. When in a grocery 
store or in a restaurant I intentionally take the time to ask the server what their name 
is. Or I take the time to call them by their name. Many times they pause for a 
moment, as if caught of guard. Then they engage further in conversation. 

As I mentioned calling someone by their name matters. Parents take great care when 
they name their children because it is important. Many times parents name their 
children after a parent or another member of the family or even someone special to 
them. They want their children to have that sense of belonging and identity 
throughout their lives. 
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In a book titled, The Tattooist of Auschwitz it describes the story of two ordinary 
people living through the holocaust in a time when people were “deprived not only of 
their freedom but also their dignity, their names, and their identities” (Morris, H 
(2018). The Tattooist of Auschwitz  p.6 (Authors Note). 

Jewish prisoners at Auschwitz were identified by a number…the tattooist was given 
the awful task of tattooing a number on each prisoners arm, which was their form of 
identification. It was another method to add to a sense of worthlessness and 
hopelessness. 
But in complete contrast to this, God in Isaiah 43:1 tells us that he has redeemed us, 
and I’ve paraphrased but he said he has called us by name, and he tells us we are his. 
How beautiful it is to be known by God, to be loved by him – that he cares enough to 
call us by name.
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No matter what, our identity in Jesus Christ cannot be taken away. McGrath reminds 
us that, “Our relationship with God abides, and can never be erased or destroyed. It is 
nourished and maintained by the presence of the Spirit within us, who constantly 
reassures us that we are loved”

“When we cry, “Abba! Father!” it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that 
we are children of God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with 
Christ (Romans 8: 15 – 17).

Certainly, we can take comfort knowing that our true identity is in Jesus Christ – our 
true source of worth.
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Throughout this sermon, I do reference Fowler and his PDF online book, Spirit-Union 
Allows for Soul-Rest as Fowler gives us marvelous insights into this topic of “identity”. 

Fowler states, “The deepest sense of any person’s identity is in the realm of the spirit”

He goes onto state that, 
“It is of utmost importance that a Christian understand their spiritual identity, 
accepting and affirming “who they are in Christ” – their derived spiritual identity 
based on their spirit-union with Christ. If we do not know who we are, then we will 
never be able to behave like who we’ve become” 

When we live in the identity of Jesus, knowing who we are, we will treat people like 
Christ would treat them while knowing that although we stumble and fall, Christ will 
bless our efforts and call people to the Father when the time is right – all in his good 
time.
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13.Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will 
be thirsty again,

14.but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will 
never be thirsty again. The water that I will give him will 
become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal 
life”

As we continue on we turn to John chapter 4. In this chapter we see Jesus talking to a 
Samaritan woman with whom he had asked her if she would give him a drink. Jesus 
had left Judea and was returning to Galilee but had to go to Samaria along the way.  
Jesus and the Samaritan woman had a conversation about life giving water. The 
woman didn’t understand that Jesus was talking about a spiritual thirst that can’t be 
quenched with drinking physical water. 

We pick up the conversation in Verses 13 – 14:
13. Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again,

14. but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty 

again. The water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water 

welling up to eternal life.

This life-giving water is indeed a gift from our God and none of our efforts can 

make God give us this gift and we certainly can’t “earn” our way to receiving it.
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“Our ultimate purpose as 
created beings is to know, 
serve, and worship our 
Creator”

So in order to quench your thirst – you have to make the effort again to get yourself 
another drink of water. It won’t just magically pour itself. Off course the conversation 
Jesus was having with the Samaritan woman had to do with salvation and the 
complete contrast that salvation cannot be obtained through our own human efforts. 

Drawing water from a physical well is temporary and satisfies our physical thirst 
temporarily – and we need to continue to work towards fulfilling our physical thirst. 
We always get thirsty again – its an endless cycle.  Jesus is telling the Samaritan 
woman that only he can give the living water that is lasting. Indeed as mentioned 
earlier, our hearts are restless until we find rest in Christ, and until we find our true 
identity we are like the woman at the well searching for it in things that don’t bring 
lasting fulfillment. She looked for that identity in relationships, and didn’t find it.

Our identity and, “our ultimate purpose as created beings is to know, serve, and 
worship our Creator” as mentioned by the online Bible commentary, Bible 
reference.com

What does John 4:14 mean? (bibleref.com)
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As we continue to look our understanding our identity, we find many scriptures that 
remind us of who we are in Christ Jesus.
1 John 3:1-2 tells us that we are children of God
Ephesians 2:19 reminds us that we are members of God’s household, and we are 
citizens of heaven as pointed out in Philippians 3:20.

At one time, our spiritual identity was that of a sinner, but now we are identified as 
saints. There are several scriptures that remind of this. Romans 8:27 is just one 
example in which we are told that the Spirit intercedes for those of us who are called 
“saints“. 
Ephesians 4:12 tells us that the saints are equipped for ministry, for building up the 
body of Christ

And 1 Peter 2:9 says, “But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, God’s special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called 
you out of darkness into his wonderful light”

These scriptures and more affirm our identity in Christ. Adam and Eve lost their 
identity when they chose to disobey God. They no longer had that intimate loving 
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relationship knowing they were completely secure in their identity. Since that fall, 
humanity has struggled with understanding who they are.
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Gary Deddo, in an 8-part essay titled, “The Christian Life and Our Participation in 
Christ’s Continuing Ministry” in 2015 stated that “the best word we can use in our 
contemporary situation to convey who we are in Christ is to say our union with Christ 
determines our identity”

He went on to say that our “identity seems to be summed up 
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Acts 17:28 states, “in him we live and move and have our being; as even some of your 
own poets have said, for we are indeed his offspring”.

Max Lucado from the devotional bible stated, that “Only in seeking his Maker does a 
man truly become man. For in seeing his Creator man catches a glimpse of what he 
was intended to be” (p. 1519)

Because of who we are in Christ and we know that our spiritual identity rests in him,  
we can enjoy living as who we are wrapped safely in the care of our loving Father 
who affirms us, who never humiliates us, who is there for us always. We can live as 
who we are producing the fruits of the Holy Spirit as listed in Galatians 5:22-23 and 
we express these fruits in our interactions with others like patience, compassion, 
gentleness, kindness, faithfulness, and self-control.
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Here {in Christ} there is no Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, 
Scythian, slave or free; but Christ is all, and in all. 

At the beginning I asked the question where do we find our needs met, where do we 
find our identity. 
Isn’t it wonderful to know that our identity is not based on what we own, our status 
in life, our wealth, relationships, whether we are young or older. It’s not dependent 
on external factors or even our own performance. We are loved unconditionally and 
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God is pleased with us.

When we accept Christ as our saviour, and allow Christ to continue his work in us, we 
can truly be at rest and rejoice because we know our identity is found in Christ. All of
our needs are fully met in Jesus, HE truly is our all in all -– it’s just that simple! 
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