
         

 
Living and Sharing the Gospel 

 
 

                               Weekly bulletin  
February 16, 2020   

 

Thanksgiving:  that God is perfectly and completely faithful, “7  so that you are not lacking in any 

spiritual gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 8  who will sustain you to 

the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9  God is faithful, by whom you were 
called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.” (1Co 1:7-9 ESV) 

 

 
Please do not forget to pray for all the shut-ins and isolated brothers and sisters in our congregations C. 

Campbell (Fredericton) and J. Steffes (Caribou, Me), Mr. Ross Bathurst, P. Ward (Saint John) and others. 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

ACTIVITIES FOR THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY 2020  

Times of worship services: Moncton – 10:30 AM every Sunday    

• Time of worship services in Saint John – Sunday, February 9 and 23 at 2:30 PM.     

• Communion- On  1st and 3rd  Sunday – Moncton  
                and 2nd and 4th Sunday - Saint John  

• Address:  
➢ Moncton— 70 King St. —Sage building, second floor;   
➢ Saint John—50 Newport Cres., Portland United church.  

The next Discipleship groups:   Thursday February 27 @ 7:30 home of Mr. and Mrs. Vautour 

Local Website: Should you have forgotten the password to enter “For members only” on the www.worshiphim.ca website, 

please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Vautour.   

www.facebook.com/GCIMoncton - Please note the following:  As the bulletin is not done weekly anymore but done on the 2nd 

and 4 Sunday of every month, articles in the continuing series posted in the bulletin are uploaded to this website every week.  It 

is hoped this will be a help in your personal Bible Studies. 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 Please pray for the leaders of this world who have to tackle enormous problems.    “1 ¶  First 

of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for 

all people, 2  for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and 

quiet life, godly and dignified in every way. 3  This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of 

God our Savior,” (1Ti 2:1-3 ESV) 

Please pray for all the Christian churches in Canada, that we may all grow in the grace 

and knowledge of our Saviour Jesus.   

 Prayers for GCI across the world:  that we will walk in God’s will for us and that we will see, 

understand and participate in his work as He guides the leadership, Mr. Williams, GCI Director, Mr. Bill 

Hall, Canadian Director and all the others in leadership wherever they may be.   

_____________________________________________________________________________________   

THE MESSAGE OF JESUS: DO YOU BELIEVE?  

(From gci.org) 
 

http://www.facebook.com/GCIMoncton


 

I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, 
even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will 

never die. (John 11:25-26) 
They left Jerusalem and Judea because of continuing threats on the 

life of Jesus. Now the small group was in the region of Perea, close  

to Jericho. But even here they could not get away from death. The news came by a 
messenger: “Lazarus is sick, and near death.” Lazarus and his sisters, Martha and Mary, lived 

in Bethany of Judea, just east of Jerusalem. For many of the disciples, it seemed foolish to 
even think of going into such a dangerous area.  

Jesus waited two days before announcing that they would go back to Judea. He spoke, 
as he often did, in figurative language: “Our friend Lazarus is asleep, and I am going to wake 

him up.” As often happened, the disciples tried to understand Jesus’ words literally. Jesus then 

explained, “Lazarus is dead.” Thomas, not known for his cheerful and positive outlook on life, 
responded, “Great, let’s go back into Judea and we  can all die with him.” 

They didn’t talk much as they walked to Bethany. Their hearts were heavy. They 
reluctantly followed Jesus into Judea. Jesus did not reassure them that nothing would go 

wrong. In fact, he knew that he was in the last few days of his own life. 

Martha believed 
Hearing that Jesus was coming, Martha left her sister, Mary, to continue preparing food 

while she went out to meet Jesus as he neared Bethany. Grief -stricken, and still in shock at 
what had happened, Martha shared her burden with Jesus: “If you had been here, Lazarus 

would still be alive. But maybe you can still do something. I know God will give you whatever 
you ask.” 

Jesus looked into Martha’s eyes and said, “Your brother will be resurrected.” Martha 

believed that there would be a future resurrection to life. She had heard Jesus speak of it, and 
felt that he was comforting her now. “I know, Jesus. I know that he will be resurrected at the 

last day.” 
This was the setting for the words Jesus now spoke: Words of comfort that Christia ns 

hear at funerals, as corpses await burial. Words that have been preached from tens of 

thousands of pulpits. Words that millions have memorized. John records them. “I am the 
resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies:  and whoever 

lives and believes in me will never die” (John 11:25-26). 
Jesus did not preach these words at a gravesite, or in an open-air stadium at an 

evangelistic rally. It was a one-to-one conversation with Martha. He looked at her and 

explained: “I am life. Life is me. The resurrection—it’s me.” 
Most of us usually end our recitation of John 11:25-26 without including the last 

sentence. The last sentence is a question that reminds us that Jesus originally spoke these 
words to Martha. But the last sentence is much more than just a question for Martha. These 

probing words are a call to all who will follow Jesus. These words are a challenge to you and 
me: “Do you believe this?” 

Here is the gospel. God, in the person of Jesus, came to die that we might live. Jesus 

was and is God. The second Person of the triune Godhead came in the flesh, lived among us 
and went to the cross for our salvation. 

We struggle with sin. We are helpless in the face of sickness and death. We are 
captives of time and space, knowing that death will have its way with each of us. We know 

that our own sin, our sinful condition, sentences us to dea th. It is inevitable. Each of us, on 

our own death row, awaits our date with death.  
But there is good news. We can be pardoned. We can be rescued from our hopeless 

condition and the sentence of death. God came from outside of time and space, and entered 
into it. He came from immortality to mortality. He took a body of flesh and empowered that 

body with his divinity. To rescue us. To save us. Do you believe?  
“Who am I?” 

https://biblia.com/bible/niv/John%2011.25-26
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/John%2011.25-26
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/John%2011.25-26


Martha affirmed a statement of faith remarkably similar to the one voiced by Peter at 
an earlier time. Jesus had also pressed Peter to make a commitment (Matthew 16:13-16). 

He asked Peter, “Who am I, Peter?”  
Peter responded, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” Martha had an equally 

faith-filled response: “You are the Christ, the Son of God.” 

Neither Martha nor Peter said anything about what a good example Jesus was. They did 
not explain that Jesus was a respected teacher of values and ethics. They said nothing about 

Jesus’ prophecies, nor did they speak of his healings. They  both affirmed that he was and is 
the Christ, the Son of God. 

Both Peter and Martha knew about Jesus. They had spent time with him, and they had 
observed him. They watched him and came to know much about him. But Jesus eventually 

pressed them for a more intimate and lasting commitment. Jesus Christ wanted to know if they 

believed. He wants nothing less from us. Do you believe?  
Perhaps the Jesus you know is a Jesus you know about. You may know about his life and his 

teachings. You may know his parables. You may have studied what he said about the future. 
You may be interested in the date of his second coming. Perhaps you have been taught that 

he came to set us an example, and if you can only do what he did, then you will be good 

enough to be given salvation. 
But, do you believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, the only source of life? Does 

that belief change your 
life? 

Come to Christ 
You know how the story 

of Jesus, Mary, Martha 

and Lazarus ends. After 
Jesus’ conversation with 

Martha, Mary also left the 
house to see Jesus. She 

also told him that if he 

had been there, surely he 
wouldn’t have let Lazarus 

die. 
Death and grieving were 

everywhere. Mary and 

Martha were in tears, 
their friends were 

weeping. It was the 
custom to hire mourners, 

who wailed and shrieked 
in the background. The 

air was heavy with 

hopelessness. Life was in 
their midst in the person 

of Jesus, but death 
controlled and ruled their 

attitudes. 

Jesus Christ knew that he, too, would soon meet death— and overcome it. He knew that 
through his own death and resurrection, he would solve the problem for everyone else. He 

would claim victory for all who would believe in him.  
When he came to the tomb and asked them to take away the stone that sealed it, they 

thought he wanted to see the body. Martha protested: “But he has been dead four days. The 
body is decomposing and it stinks horribly.’”  

 

Jesus Is God 
1. Jesus came to live with us, adding humanity to his divinity, to save us 
from sin. He was God-man. He was not simply a teacher, a prophet, a 
reformer, a rabbi, a wise man, a miracle worker, or a moral teacher setting 
a good example. He was God in the flesh: Emmanuel—God with us. 
2. Salvation is through him and by him. Jesus taught that we must come to 
him, we must follow him. He pointed us to himself. He told us that he is 
the bread of life, he is the light of the world, he is the resurrection and the 
life, he is the way, the truth and the life. We must come to the Father by 
and through him. Only God in the flesh would make tho se claims. 
3. Jesus accepted worship. Thomas, who had been skeptical, upon seeing 
and believing, fell at Jesus’ feet and worshiped. “My Lord and my God,” he 
said. 
4. Jesus claimed to be the Messiah promised in the Old Testament. He 
proclaimed that he would return again in glory.  
5. Jesus claimed equality with God. To know him, to see him, to believe in 
him and to honor him was to do the same to God.  
6. Jesus forgave sin. He claimed authority over the old covenant law. He 
had power over natural law. He healed, and he gave life.  
7. Jesus is God. He can transform you and me, and our lives. Only God 
can give us a new life, heal us and forgive us. Because Jesus was and is 
God, his death on the cross was enough to pay for your sins and for mine. 
The question is not, “Who was Jesus?” The question is, “Who  is Jesus?”  
And the next question is: Do you believe?  

https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Matt%2016.13-16


The command of Jesus, “Lazarus, come forth!” is high drama. We can almost hear the wailing 
stop, we can almost see the faces as they peer intently into the face of death. Life was 

commanding the tomb of death to give up its hold on the dead.  
A call to new life 

Jesus calls us to the same new life, from our own spiritual bondage and decay. But 

before we can have the new life in Christ, the gravestone must be rolled away. We must be 
willing to look into the jaws of death. We must confront the chains, addictions and beliefs that 

bind us and come forth. 
As he called Lazarus to new life, Jesus sealed his own death warrant. On another day, 

not many days later, Jesus again took on the forces of death and sin, and overcame them once 
and for all. He triumphed on the cross, that we may have life. Three days l ater, he came out 

of a tomb – but he was raised not just to physical life, as Lazarus was, but to eternal life and a 

supernatural body. 
He showed that he was God in the flesh by rising from the dead. It was the sign he 

gave to prove that he is Messiah, Redeemer and Lord. He triumphed over death and the grave.  
Do you believe? 

Author: G. Albrecht 
______________________________________________________________________________  

The First Law of Love…   From Day by Day 
“Does he who fashioned the ear not hear?”  
Psalms 94:9 (NIV)  
I’d just like to complete the above “quote for the day” from my daily newspaper —here it is: “The first law of love is 
to listen!” I suspect that we all fall short of this very special rule —I know I do. I guess that’s why some w ise 
person once said, “We have two ears and only one tongue!”  
Unfortunately, we all too often bludgeon our way through our conversations without really listening to the other 
party. And in doing that we not only waste the time of our friends, but we also short -change ourselves through 
lack of attention. Sad, isn’t it? I was wondering, in the aftermath of reading this quote and  asking myself the 
question, “Supposing God, who is love personified, didn’t listen to us when we talk to him; where would that leave 
us?” But; this will never happen, it’s just supposing! And as you know, we are left in no doubt about whether God 
listens to us or not. His ears are always open to our cries, he is always listening, always attentive and eager to 
hear from us. 
Notice Psalm 18:6, a psalm of David, where he says “In my distress I called to the Lord; I cried to my God for 
help. From his temple he heard my voice; my cry came before him, into his ears.” Our Father is aware of this law 
of love. He always listens, in fact he delights to have us come to him in prayer!  
He not only listens to us himself he also tells us who we should listen to! Perhaps y ou aren’t familiar with the 
Transfiguration of Jesus on Mount Hermon. It is recorded in Mark 9:2 -10. In this account Jesus takes Peter, 
James and John up into the mountain where he goes through a transformation: his clothes shine with dazzling 
light, not only that, but Moses and Elijah appear and have a conversation with him and of course his three 
companions are terrified by this sight! Then a cloud enveloped them, and the voice of the Father instructs them 
with “This is my Son who I love. Listen to him!” Notice the command was not to listen to Moses or Elijah but to his 
Son, who is Messiah! 
Listening is important and we need to train our ears to hear, not only each other but also to be tuned in to our 
Redeemer and Friend, Jesus! He has the words of eternal  life (John 6:68). So, tell me, have you ever cried out to 
the Father, who always hears; and have you ever listened to his beloved Son who is the one who leads us into 
eternity? I sincerely hope you have my friend!  
Prayer  
Thank you, Father, for holding out  the gift of eternity to us, through your Son, Jesus. Help us to listen to 
him! 
Amen 
Cliff Neill is an Elder in Grace Communion Church Luton, UK. 
 
GCI principle website and Moncton Websites—www.gci.org, www.worshiphim.ca, www.facebook.com/GCIMoncton; For 
a wealth of helpful articles about God, grace and his plan for salvation, who we are, etc., please see the GCI.org 
website.    
Contact Information: Pastor’s contact information: email— evautour47@outlook.com 


